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▶ MHCC is required by Senate Bill 734 (Chapter 667, 2022 laws of Maryland) to convene a 
Primary Care Workgroup (Workgroup) and annually report on ways to improve quality 
and access to primary care services, with special attention to increasing health care 
equity, reducing health care disparities, and avoiding increased costs to patients and the 
health care system

▶ Key provisions:

o Develop a Primary Care Analysis and Reporting Plan (Plan) based on input from the 
Workgroup, due to the Governor and General Assembly by December 1, 2023

o Annual reporting to the Governor and General Assembly beginning December 1, 
2024

Background
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▶ Analyze primary care spending investment in total and as a percentage of the total cost 
of care 

▶ Develop plans to improve the quality of and access to primary care services, with 
special attention to increasing health care equity, reducing health care disparities, and 
avoiding increased costs to patients and payers

▶ Identify strategies for reducing the barriers to primary care access and utilization for 
individuals insured by public or private payers  

▶ Identify approaches to increasing the primary care workforce, particularly in 
underserved areas

Workgroup Activities
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▶ Key topics affecting access, costs, and quality 

▶ Relevant State policies that hinder or support the delivery of improved primary care

▶ Experience of other states in assessing primary care investment  

▶ An approach for analyzing primary care investment and a method for benchmarking 
investment as a proportion of the total cost of care for the State and smaller geographic 
areas such as county and ZIP Code

The Plan – Required Elements
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Plan – Required Elements (Continued)

▶ An approach for aligning primary care investments 
with areas of the State where health disparities exist 
based on measures deemed appropriate by the 
Workgroup

▶ Workforce issues and options for expanding access, 
and other technical considerations that must be 
addressed by the Workgroup to meet the 
requirements in law

▶ A potential template for mandatory Workgroup 
reports to the Oversight Committees (Senate 
Finance and House Health and Government 
Operations)
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Status Update – Workgroup Activities 

March through May

3. Select Principles to 
define primary care 
spending

2. Develop approach to 
track progress 
towards achieving 
the vision

4. Develop Proposed 
Models based on 
Workgroup input 
(March 27th meeting)

1. Responses to Framing 
Questions inform shared 
vision for primary care in 
Maryland

5. Identify Code Set using 
Workgroup feedback 

(April 10th meeting)

Completed
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For more information: 
https://mhcc.maryland.gov/mhcc/pages/home/wo
rkgroups/workgroups_primary_care.aspx
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APPENDIX
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Membership
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY MEMBERS

Maryland General Assembly Clarence Lam, MD, MPH, Senate

Maryland Primary Care Program Chad Perman, MDPCP Program Management Office

Health Services Cost Review Commission William Henderson, HSCRC

Maryland Insurance Administration Karen Lam, MBA, MIA

Health Care Financing Division of the Maryland 
Department of Health Tricia Roddy, MHSA, Medicaid

Maryland Academy of Family Physicians Amar Duggirala, DO, MPH, Poolesville Family Practice 

Maryland Chapter of the Maryland Academy of 
Pediatrics Jeffrey Bernstein, MD, Pediatric and Adolescent Care of Silver Spring

Maryland Section of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists Ishrat Rafi, MD, MPH, Ascension Saint Agnes

Maryland Nurses Association Christie Simon-Waterman, DNP, The Johns Hopkins Hospital

Maryland Affiliate of American College of Nurse 
Midwives

Mette Ramanathan, CNM, FNP, University of Maryland St. Joseph Medical 
Center
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Membership
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY MEMBERS

Maryland Community Health System Salliann Alborn, BSN, MCHS

Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health 
Centers

Nora Hoban, MACHC

Maryland Hospital Association Laura Russell, MPH, MHA

Primary Care

Michael Barr, MD, MBA, MEDIS, LLC

Sarah Johnson Conway, MD, Johns Hopkins Clinical Alliance

Theresa Noe, MBA, Patient First

Niharika Khanna, MD, University of Maryland School of Medicine

Payor

Russell Lewis, Jr., MD, CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield

Matthew Celentano, Funk & Bolton, P.A. 

Tinisha Cheatham, DO, Kaiser Permanente of the Mid-Atlantic

Kathleen Loughran, Amerigroup Maryland, Inc. 
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Membership

11

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY MEMBERS

Health Services Researcher with Expertise in 
Primary Care

Jill Marsteller, PhD, MPP, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Other Representatives

Rev. William Johnson, Jr., DDiv, Johns Hopkins Health System

John Miller, MidAtlantic Business Group on Health

Dawn Carey, MBA, Perdue Farms

Christina Kuminski, State of Maryland

Ronald Gresch, U.S. Office of Personnel Management 

Tyler Blanchard, Aledade
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